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THE CIRCULAR, 

Is published on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Satur- 
days. The topics which have heretofore chiefly oc- 
cupied its columns, and which will still be the main 
elements of its most serious discussions, are com- 
prised in the following schedule of doctrines and 
measures : 

SALVATION FROMSIN, THE GIFT 

of the Gospel. 


«© Thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save 


his people from their sins.” (Matt. 1: 21.) 


THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST, 
A. D. 70, or ‘immediately after’ the Destruction 
of Jerusalem, at the close of the Bible record 
and the apostolic age. 

“‘ Verily I say unto you, There be some standing 
here which shall not taste of death, till they see the 

Son of man coming in his kingdom.” (Matt. 16: 28.) 


THE KINGDOM OF GOD, FOUND- 
ed in the invisible ‘ Mansions’ by Christ and his 
followers 1800 years ago, and now being extend- 
ed to this world and hades, uniting three worlds 
on the plane of the Second Resurrection. 

«Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on rartn 

AS 1T IS IN HEAVEN.” (Matt. 6: 10.) 


COMMUNISM, AN INSTITUTION 
of the Holy Spirit—the Social Order of Heaven. 
«« All mine are thine, and thine are mine.” —Jesus 

Christ. 

DELIVERANCE FROM DISEASE 
and Death, foretold by the Prophets, fulfilled 
by Christ. 

«© He will swallow up Dearu in Vicrory.” Isaiah. 











SUMMARY THEOCRATIC PLATFORM. 


Sovereignty of Jesus Christ, dating from his 
Second Coming, A. D. 70. 

Co-sovereignty of the Primitive Church, raised 
from the dead at the Second Coming. 

Unity of all Believers, in this world andin Ha- 
des, with the one Kingdom in the Heavens. 

Resurrection of the Spirit, abolishing Sin and 
Selfishness. 

Resurrection of the Body, overcoming Disease, 
renewing Youth, and abolishing Death. 

Community of Property of all kinds, with In- 
spiration for distribution. 

Dwelling together in Association, or Complex 
Families. 

Home Churches and Home Schools. 

Meetings every Evening. 

Lord’s Supper at every Meal. 

Free Criticism the Regulator of Sseiety. 

Horticulture the leading business for subsistence. 

A Daily Press, divorced from Mammon, and 
devoted to God. 


While these are the main topics of The Cireu- 
Jar, it nevertheless is not a Religious or Social- 
ist paper mere/y, i. ¢. to the exclusion of other 
matter, but will embrace in its scope whatever is 
progressive and inspiring in Science, Literature, 
Art, and the News of the world, interpreting events 
from a spiritual point of view, and in their relations 
to the great Providential movement of the times. 

The Circular employs in its preparation no hire- 
ling service, but is edited and printed by the family 
of the Brooklyn Commune, and is offeyed to those 
who desire it, (as the gospel is,) 

WITHOUT MONEY AND WITIIOUT PRICE, 
trusting its support to the cause it advocates, and 
the voluntary contributions of its readers. With the 
prospect of growing to a Daily issue, it seeks the 
full codperation, literary and editorial, as well as 
pecuniary, of all who sympathize with its objects., 

Ja Those who prefer to pay a definite price for 
the paper, instead of receiving it asa free gift, may 
send $3,00 for the yearly volume, 

Address ‘* The Circular, Brooklyn, N. Y.” 





WANTED FOR THE CIRCULAR, 
Well written articles on all subjects of interest, in- 
cluding Personal Confessions of Christ, and Faith 
Experience; Discussions of Communism and Practi- 
cal Reform; General Correspondence, and Reports of 
News, &c. &. By writing for The Circular, its 
friends will realize its highest value—making it an 
occasion of improvement both ways, in giving and 
receiving. Let it be a Community Parer—an organ 
of the true-hearted every where—-growing up in 
power and edification, with their growth in God. 


PUBLICATIONS 


FOR SALE AT THE OFFICE OF THE CIRCULAR. 


[The Publishers offer Books and Pamphlets ror 
sate, that they may have the means of offering The 
Circular asa Free GIFT.) 





HB Just published, a Book for Students of theHigher Law, en“ 
titled— 
BIBLE COMMUNISM ; A Compilation from | 

the Annual Reports and other publications | 
of the Oneida Association and its Branches ; | 
presenting, in connection with their History, | 
a summary view of their Religious and Social 
Theories. 128 pages, oetavo. Price 50 ets. 
Printed and published at the office of The 
Circular, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Extract from the Introduction to Bible Communism. 

** The head-waiters of the Brooklyn Commune and 


purveyors of The Circular, being under a pledge of 
some two years’ standing to issue the Fourth An- 
nual Report of the Oneida Association, which pledge 
they have not hitherto had time and means to fulfill, 
and being subject, in their official position, to many 
calls for the First Report of that Institution, which 
they cannot answer, (the original edition having 
been long ago exhausted,) propose in this work to 
combine the substance of the three past Reports, 
with such other matter from The Circular as will 
be necessary to make it asummary substitute for all 
the Annual Reports; and so acquit themselves of 
further obligation in the premises.” 
Contents of Bible Communism. 
PART L—MATTERS OF FACT. 

Location of the Oneida Association. Number of 

members. Mansion House. Historical sketch. Re- 


ligious views. Form of government. Religious 
exercises. System of Criticism. Schools. Theory 


of the Rights of Property. Treatment of matrimo- 
nial and parental relations. System of Free La- 
bor. Agriculture. Manufactures. Cost of liv- 
ing. Conditions of membership and withdrawal. 
Branch Associations, at Brooklyn, N. Y., Newark, 
N. J., Wallingford, Conn., Putney and Cambridge, 
Vt. Health of the Association. General condi- 
tion of morality and prosperity. 


PART IL.—SOCIAL THEORY. 

PRELIMINARIES. 

BIBLE ARGUMENT.—Caapter I. Showing what 
is properly to be anticipated concerning the 
coming of the Kingdom of Heaven and its insti- 
tutions on earth. 

Cuarrern If, Showing that Marriage is not an 
institution of the Kingdom of Heaven, and must 
give place to Communism. | 

Cuavrer If}. Showing that Death is to be abol- 
ished in the Kingdom of Heaven, and that, to 
this end, there must be a restoration of true 
relations between the Sexes. 

Cuaprer IV. Showing how the Sexual Function 
is to be redeemed, and true relations between 
the sexes restored. 

Cuarrer V. Showing that Shame, instead of be- 
ing one of the prime virtues, is a part of origi- 
nal Sin, and belongs to the Apostasy. 

Cuarrer VI. Showing the bearings of the pre- 
ceding views on Socialism, Political Economy, 
Manners and Customs, &e. 

Cuarrer VIL. A concluding Caveat, that ought 
to be well noted by every Reader of the fore- 
going Argument. 


PART I11.—DOCTRINAL FOUNDATIONS. 

Criticism or Curistrenpom. ConstriruTionat Curis- 
Tianrry. Tue Brste on Marriace. Paur’s Views 
or Marniaee. Law or Anpunrery. 


APPENDIX TO PART IIL.—Cotioquy on Mar- 


RIAGE AND SLAVERY. 


The Berean; A Manual for the help of 
those who seek the Faith of the Primitive 
Church: anoctavo volume of 500 pages.—- 
By J H. Noyes. Price, $1,50. 

The Berean contains free, outline discussions of the great 
Religious topics of interest: Salvation from Sin, The New 
Birth, The Second Coming, Resurrection, Origin of Evil, Our 
Relations to the ILeavenly Church, Abolition of Death, Con- 
densation of Life, &e. &c..—treated strictly according to Bible 
evidence, but developing many vew and interesting conclu- 
sions, differing widely from those of the otd Theology. All 
who wish to understand Biste Commenism—its constitutional 
basis, and prospests of success—should acquaint themselves 
with the contents of this book. 


Weekly,) $2,00. 
The Perfectionist; 





(Bound;) Vols. 3, 2, 


$1,00 per Volume. 





ded. By J. H. Noyes. Price, 6 1-4 ets. 


Onerpa Association. Price 12 1-2 ets. 








Communes. 


fear of the government, both of its officers 


, a . contentment with what is already known and 
The Circular; Complete Files of Vol. 1,| possessed, and submission to petty spoliation of 
(Weekly,) $1,00; and of Vol. 2, (Semi-| individuals, may be referred to it. 


other, as much as by fear of the police, from 
L ‘ .~)|combining in an intelligent manner to resist 
and 3: and Tre Wiryess, Vol. 2. Price | governmental exactions because opposed to prin- 
ciples of equity, or joining with their rulers to 
: ees | uphold good order ; no such men, and no such 
Salvation from Sin, Explained and Defen-| instances, as John Hampden going to prison 
for retusing to contribute to a loan, or Ezekiel 

gay ane . Williams and his companions throwing the tea 
Annual Reports, (Second and Third,) of the | overboard in Boston harbor, ever occurred in 
China or any other Asiatic country. They 
Bae The above Publications may be sent by mail to any part dread illegal societies quite as much from the 
of the country; or may be obtained by application at uny of the | ¢-uolties this same principle induces the leaders 


ASSOCIATED COMMUNITIES. 


at 
Oneida, N. Y. Newark, N. J. 
Brooklyn, N. ¥. | Wallingford, Ct. 
Putney, vt 


Cambridge, Vt. 


The above Associations hold a common interest in 





all things, and are accustomed to interchange their 
Any means in 
the possession of one is used for the benefit of the 


services freely, inmen and money. 


whole. Persons proposing to connect themselves.with 
either of the Community Stations, ought, first, to wn- 
derstand and hold by heart, our religious and social 
doctrines ; secondly, to count the cost of enlisting for 
life; thirdly, to get their freedom from any claims of 
kindred, &c. ; and fourthly, to pay all their debts, or, 


at least disclose them, that we may know their situa, | 


tion. Joining usis like marriage; and these are 
simply the prudent preliminaries of such a decisive 
act. Ifthe parties are notin sympathy, or are in 
external circumstances unfavorable to a union, it is 
better for them to remain friends, than to venture 
on a closer connexion. 











Permanence of the Chinese Government. 

Williams, in his History of the Chinese Empire, 
makes the following statement of reasons for the 
permanence of the Chinese government. 
are not sufficient to account for its stability, the 
facts given are at least interesting as showing the 
relation heretofore existing between the Govy- 
ernment and the people, and as an, index to the 
Chinese character :— 

A short inspection will show that the great 
leading principles by which the present Chi- 
nese government preserves its power over the 
people, consist in a system of strict surveillance 
and mutual responsibi‘ity among all classes.— 
These are aided in their efficiency by the geo- 
graphical isolation of the vountry, by a difficult 
language, and a general system of' political ed- 
ucation and official examinations. 

They are enforced by such a minute grada- 
tion of rank and subordination of officers, as 
to give the government more of a military 
character than at first appears, and the whole 
system is such as to make it one of the most 
unmixed despotisms now existing. It is like a 
network extending over the whole face of soci- 
ety, each individual being isolated in his own 
mesh, and responsibly connected with allaround 
him. The man who knows that it is almost 
impossible, except by entire seclusion, to escape 
from the company of secret or acknowledged 
ciwissaries of government, will be cautious of 
offending the laws of the country, knowing, as 
he must, that though he should himself eseape, 
yet his family, his kindred, or his neighbors, 
will suffer for his offence ; that if unable to 
recompense the sufferers, it will probably be 
dangerous for him to return home ; or if’ he 
does, it will be most likely to find his property 
in the possession of neighbors or officers of the 
govexnment, who feel conscious of security in 
plundering one whose offences have for ever 
placed him under the ban of the unplacable law. 

The effect of these two causes upon the mass 
of the people is to imbue them with a great 


and its operations; cach man considers that 
safety is to be found alone in absolute with- 
drawal. This mutual surveillance and respon- 
sibility, though only partially extended through- 
out the people, necessarily undermines every 
principle of confidence, and infuses universal 
distrust ; and this object of complete isolation, 
though at the expense of justice, truth, hones- 
ty, and natural affection, is what the govern- 
ment strives to accomplish, and actually does toa 
wonderful degree. ‘The idea of government in 
the minds of the people, is like the sword of 
Damocles; and so far has this undefined fear 
of some untoward result when connected with 
it counteracted the real vigor of the Chinese, 
that much of their indifference to.improvement, 


Men are deterred, too, by distrust of each 


If they | 


to exercise over revreant or suspected mem- 
bers, as from apprehension of arrest and pun- 
ishment by the regular authorities. Thus, 
with a state of society at times on the verge of 
insurrection, this mass of people is kept in 
check by the threefold cord of responsibility, 
Sear, and isolation, each of them strengthening 
the other, and all of them dependent upon the 
character of the people for much of their effi- 
ciency. Since all the officers of government 
received their intellectual training when plebe- 
ians under these influences, it is easy to under- 
stand why the supreme powers are so averse to 
|improvement and to foreign intercourse—from 
both which causes, in truth, the state has the 
greatest reason to dread lest the charm of its 
power be broken, and its sceptre pass away. 
There is, it is true, a further explanation for 
the general peace which prevails in China, to 
be found partly in the diffusion of a political 
education among the people, teaching them 
the principles on which the government is 
founded, and the reasons for those principles 
ilewing from the patriarchal theory ; and partly 
in,their plodding, peaceful, industrious character. 





The Vineyards of France. 

In the editorial correspondence of the N. Y 
Evangelisi. is an, interesting account of the vine- 
yards and wine of’France, from which we extract 
the following: 

France is the great vineyard of the world. Her 
fertile soil, gentle acclivities, clear sunny skies, and 
mild summer temperature, place her in successful 
competition above all the other wine-growing coun- 
tries of the world. The beautiful vineyards of 
France, which so charmingly clothe the sides of the 
hills, otherwise barren and bare from not suiting a 
different purpose in agriculture—even the rockiest 
and shallowest lands from the Moselle to the Medi- 
terranean, from the Rhine to the Atlantic—form 
one vast verdant picture, displaying the skill and 
industry of her inhabitants. The whole country 
is a rich picture, flowing with corn, silk, wine, oil 
and honey. With few exceptions, France may be 
called one vast vine-garden. Wine of different 
qualities is made in eighty of its eighty-six depart- 
ments. The varieties of the vine are very numer- 
ous. A thousand distinctions have been recorded 
in the vines of France. The gardens of the Lux- 
emburg. in Paris, which we have seen, have five 
hundred 2nd seventy species. The persons who 
are concerned as wine cultivators in France, are 
about 1,800,000. The number of acres devoted to 
the cultivation of the vine is 4,270,000. The 
average number of imperial gallons per annum is, 
or- was, 920,721,088. The Minister of Commerce 
estimated its value at 600,000,000 of franes, or 
about $120,000,000. About 22,000,000 of gallons 
are annually exported from France. The rest is 
used for home consumption, The home duties, 
which are paid to the French Government. by its 
own people, are about $14,000,000—hence it is 
that, next to the wheat crop, wine is regarded as 
the most important product of French agriculture. 
The large cities and towns are heavily taxed. 
The duty on wine carried through the barriers 
into the city of Paris, is equal to its cost, and is 
very oppressive upon the inhabitants. In Bor- 
deaux, it it said, twice as much wine is drank as 
in Paris, in proportion to the number of inhabi- 
tants, because the duty is less by one-half. Those 
who drink wine inside the walls of Paris, pay 
twice as much for it as they do who drink it out- 
side the barriers. The distance of a few rods 
make a difference of double the price. The great 
wine cellars of Paris, beneath the Halle aux Vins, 
on the banks of the Seine, will contain 400,000 
casks. The building was begun by the old Em- 
peror Napoleon. . " * * * 

The Medoc district of vineyards exteads through 
different communes below Bordeaux, descending 
the river. It is an undulating country of gentle 
hills, rising some fifty or sixty feet above the Ga- 
ronne. Groups of cottages for the peasantry are 
attached to almost every vineyard. When the 
grapes begin to ripen, a temporary fence is formed 
around the vines to keep out the dogs, which are 
destructive consumers of grapes. Guards armed 
with guns are posted on the watch day and night, 
to protect the fruits from bipeds and quadrupeds. 
As soon as the vintage is ripe in September, the Me- 
doc vineyards present a scene of bustle and activi- 
ty. Busy crowds of men, women and children 
sweep the vineyards from end to end, clearing all 
before them like bands of locusts, while the air 
resounds with songs and laughter. Great care is 
taken to remove all dry, defective or unripe grapes. 
Every lane and road is thronged with carts loaded 
with tubs of grapes, on their way to the pressing 
troughs. ‘These pressing troughs are placed upon 
platforms, in buildings like barns. In these square 
wooden troughs, three or four men stand with bare 
legs all stained with purple juice, dancing and 
treading down the grapes as fast as they are 
thrown in, keeping time with the music of a violin. 
As the labor of treading down the grapes is ve 

fatiguing. the music of the violin is employed wi 








its enlivening strains, As longas the musician 
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makes merry music, the treaders continue their 
dance in the gore of the grape, and the work goes 
on prosperously. 

oe - 

The Dublin Monthly says:—Fifty or sixty 
years ago the sacred Scriptures were uncared 
for in Dublin: there were then only two bocksell- 
ers in the city who sold pocket Bibles; cne of 
them had but two new ones, and the other had 
not one new one, though he had some two or 
three old ones. ‘Now, in profession, at least, * the 
Bible, and the Bible only, is the religion of Protes- 
tants.’ There is, probably, no city in the world 
where so great an alteration for the better has 
taken place in the state and habits of a Protes- 
tant population as in Dublin. 

- - nn °° a 

According to Mr. De Bow, the territory of the 

United States is nearly ten times as large as that 


of Great Britain and France combined ; three times | 


as large as France, Great Britain, Austria, Prussia, 
Spain, Portugal, Belgium, Holland and Denmark 
together; one-and-a-half times as largeas the Rus- 


. . . . . . ! 
sian Empire in Europe; one-sixth less than the 


area covered by the fifty-nine or sixty empires 
states and vepublics of Kurope; of equal extent 
with the Roman Empire, or that of Alexander. 





THE CIRCULA R. 


BROOKLYI, DG. 13, 1859. 


Office of The Circular, 
NO. 43 WILLOW PLACE, 
Near the South Ferry, (Atlantic-st.) 


Socialism and Infidelity. 

There are symptoms of uneasiness and concern 
in the conservative religious journals, in view of 
the spread of Communist ideas. Foreign Socialism 
and infidelity, they say, are coming in upon us 
like a flood, threatening immense evil. Evidently, 
there is some ground for this remark, so far as 
respects the prevalence of the things complained 


of. The great German emigration is for the most 


part infidel, and yet strongly tinctured with So- 
So, to a considerable extent, are our 
Every ship from 


cialism. 
French and English population. 
the old worid is pouring in these two elements, 
ommunism and infidelity: and what are the 
religious public doing to meet the emergency ?— 
How are they going to counteract the evil? By 
denouncing the two things indiscriminately, as 
some of the religious papers seem disposed to do? 
Such a course will effect nothing. There is a_vi- 
tality in the Communist idea that never can be 
put down in that way. Every body knows that 
the first Christians were Communists, and that 
the heaven which is hoped for at last is a heaven 
of Communism. So far as the Socialist inspira- 
tion rests on these foreigners—be they infidel or 
otherwise they hold a vantage ground against 
Christendom. ‘The only way to meet this inva- 
sion of infidel Communism, is by putting forward 
Christian Communism. One or the other the 
world must have; and those who see in the fu- 
ture, visions of anarchy and confusion, to result 
from foreign, anti-Bible Socialism, should be thank- 
ful that a movement has commenced in this coun- 
try to rescue Socialism from Infidelity, and to 
bring it under the banner of the Bible. 

But a word should be said in regard to the 
character of the so-called infidelity of our foreign 
population. And we are persuaded that a candid 
view of all the facts will go far to mitigate the 
apprehensions of the friends of the Bible, and 
will present the German Communists as a hope- 
fal part of the missionary field, rather than as 
wilful apostates from religion. 

In order to understand the ease of the German 
skeptic, we must go back to his fatherland and 
see the situation of things in which he was brought 
up. Understand that he is there the subject ofa 
despotic rule; that the church which to him 
represents Christianity is every where dependent 
on the state, and so is made a teol in the service 
of the government just as much as the army and 
navy; see him taxed to support a proud hierar- 
chy, whether he believes in its doctrines or not; 
and when the time comes, as in 1848, that he 
feels he must throw off the lead of tyranny that 
oppresses him or die in the attempt, see that 
church throw its whole weight on the side 
of the oppressor, and help to extinguish the 
rights of the people in dungeons and blood ; then 
see him a voluntary exile, leaving his country in 
despair of that liberty which he knows belongs to 
him, but which kings and priests have conspired 
to deprive him of; and knowing no other Christ- 
ianity on earth than that claimed by the church 
which has committed these wrongs, is it strange 
that the working German, without time or ability 
to,discriminate, should renounce the very name of 
religion, and announce himself an infidel? This, 
as we understand it, is the histery and nature of 


Germans. It is not the bigcted and venomous 
hatred of Voltaire to the name of Christ, but is 
rather a careless rejection of Christianity, out of 
disgust at its assumed representatives. 

If this isso, then it needs only to disabuse 
their minds of the deception which has led them to 
confound corrupt organizations with Christianity, 
| to break the spell of their infidelity. And when 
we go further, and show that the Bible is the 
real friend of liberty and reform, that Christianity 
is in fact the truest and broadest Socialism—com- 
| munizing man, not only with his fellow, but with 
| God and nature, leading to victory over all oppres- 
| sion, even death itself; when these things are 





| demonstrated. as they can be, and the Bible is 
/seen in the front rank of progress, as it really is, 
|we believe then that the German people will be 


} 


' found again, as in the days of Luther; the staunch 
| adherents and body-guard of that book. 


There is, at any rate, a pervading inspiration di- 


|recting the mind of free-thinkers of all nations 


|towards a higher state of social development ; 





and so far as they are under this spirit, they are 
| not infidels, for it is a radiation from the great 
; Community in heaven. The social movement will 
| go on—it is the rising wave of this dispensation— 
backed also by the onward pressure of all past 
| generations. Those who are afraid of it in con- 
| sequence of its apparent connection with infidel- 
ity, are again pointed to Bible Communism as the 
providential remedy which is fitted alike to con- 
vert those who are curable, and to counteract the 
others. 





Combined Perfection. 

There is an interesting law observable in the 
successive improvements in machinery and the 
arts, which forms a strong argument in favor of 
the existence of God. We refer to the fact that 
every new step in discovery seems to combine 
many values. All the different kinds of good are 
found to converge—for instance in a Sewing-ma- 
chine, so that while sewing faster than in the old 
way, your sewing is also easier andhandsomer and 
stronger. The same thing is very strikingly seen 
in the railroad method of traveling. You travel 
on the railroad immensely faster than formerly 
by coach ; and this might be supposed to imply a 
sacrifice of some other important consideration, 
as safety or ease; but in fact it is not so; the 
case is quite the reverse. While traveling faster, 
you also go easier and safer and cheaper on the 
railroad than in any other way. 

This is a universal law of progress and improve- 
ment. Make any addition to the power and value 
of a thing on one side, and you may be sure of 
finding on examination, a corresponding addition 
of values that you had no thought of, on every 
other side. The Daguerreotype, for instance, was 
a great advance on old methods of picture-making, 
in being an instantaneous operation. But was 
this all? No: it makes a picture as much more 
perfect than painting, as it does it quicker. So in 
the case of Communism, (which is a discovery of 
truth and nature in respect to society,) we find 
the same beautiful series of adaptations, touching 
every where, and bringing to view unexpected re- 
As for 
instance, it combines cheapness and economy of 


sults in many different forms of good. 


living with the power of aggregating luxuries and 
refinements for the many, which cannot be reached 
by the few. With the highest conditions of the 
family, it combines those of the church and uni- 
versity, and provides each better than they can be 
found separately, &e., Ke. 
plored the manifold bearings of this great social 


So far as we have ex- 


and Christian discovery, we find no good thing 
purchased at the expense of other good-—nothing 
sacrificed, (except evils,) but everything valuable 
In short, it is an- 
other and more perfect example of the operation 
of that law which in Railroads and Daguerreo- 
types is seen tending to the completeness of uni- 


concentrated and developed. 


tary plenitude and perfection. 

We begun with the remark, that the observa- 
tion of this law reminds us forcibly of the being 
and goodness of God. If the universe is not con- 
structed according to a good and intelligent pur- 
pose, why this inevitable tendency of all progress 
to concentrate so many harmonious uses in one 
thing? Why does machinery develop step after 
step—not merely a simple, but a multiplex per- 
fection? Why should there not be an occasional 
incoherency, bringing the good qualities of nature 
into conflict? If there were any such chance- 
work in the constitution of things, the advance of 
discovery would detect it; but on the contrary, 
precisely as machinery advances toward perfec- 
tion, in the same proportion science reveals the 
marvelous law of harmony which we have allu- 





much of the infidelity that prevails among the 


ded to. When all the lines are seen to converge 





toward an ideal point of unity and perfection, we 
are led to conclude that the being who occupics 
that universal center is God. 





The Good Time Come. 

Twenty years ago the churches which were en- 
gaged in the great revivals of that period were ex- 
pecting the Millennium soon to dawn upon the 
world, which to them was ‘ the good time coming.’ 
They looked forward to it with sanguine hopes 
But 


time passed on, the revivals ceased, and instead 


and strong expectations of its realization. 


of a millennium came the revival of money-making 
and temporal prosperity. The reign of mam- 
mon came in the place of the reign of love and 
good will. Subsequently, when Socialism had its 
great revival some ten years since, the shout was 
again heard,—‘ Now we sce the good time coming ;’ 
but the event proved quite the contrary. The 
Millerites, too, had their day of looking for ‘the 
good time coming ;? but it has not come. So we 
might go back into past ages and find that many, 
from time to time, have prophesied of a good 
time coming, but died without the sight. The 
Jews were once sure that ‘the good time coming’ 
was just before them. They could not be mista- 
ken, from the fact that the holy prophets had 
foretold the time. But the advent of Christ in 
the character of a ‘man of sorrow and acquainted 
with grief,’ dashed their proud hopes to the ground. 

And yet the good time came to those for whom 
it was prepared. Christ in prophesying ofa good 
time coming, which he surely did, placed its ad- 
vent in that sphere where it could be enjoyed and 
appreciated without any to molest or make afraid. 
And of course such a sphere must be beyond 
No good time worthy of the name, can 
To think even of a good 


death. 
come this side of death. 
time, with the king of terrors staring you in the 
face, and liable at any moment to be taken prison- 
Christ, then, hay- 
ing conquered death by his resurrection from 
the dead, was the first to enter upon the good 
time coming. 

Through his victories the Primitive church 
came into possession of the same blessing, and have 
for 1800 years enjoyed all and more than all that 
man ever conceived was in store for him in the 
‘eood time coming.’ Those therefore who suc- 
ceed in bringing in the good time coming, must 
look back to the cross of Christ, and through it 
triumph over death with all its train of evils. 


er by him, is quite impossible. 





Christ and his Mother. 


It is remarkable that the Evangelists only no- 
tice those interviews between Christ and his mo- 
ther in which he took occasion to deny the claims 
of natural relationship, and confess his heavenly 
birth. It is evident that he was obliged to re- 
sist in her the claim of a mother; and there is 
reason to believe that this crucifixion of her mo- 
therly feeling was the ‘sword’ which Simeon said 
should pierce through her soul. 

First, when he was twelve years old she chided 
him in a certain case for want of consideration to- 
wards his parents. ‘Son,’ said she, ‘ why hast thou 
dealt with us thus ? behold thy father and I have 
sought thee sorrowing.’ 
remember but that he was their child. But Christ 
knew that he was not Joseph’s son, and he an- 
swered in a way to put his mother in mind of it; 
and loosen the parental claim on both sides— 
‘Wist ye not,’ said he, ‘that IT must be about my 
Father’s business?’ He recognized his true fa- 
ther, and gave him a superior claim—and it doubt- 
less cut across a feeling of ownership which had 
posession of Joseph and Mary. 


She did not seem to 


Again at the wedding he repulsed what seems 
to have been maternal pride in Mary. Did it not 
pierce the mother in her when he said, ‘Woman, 
what have I to do with thee?’ She thought she 
had a right to be officious on the score of her re- 
lation to him; but he felt it necessary to give her 
a mortifying rebuff. 

The next instance we have to notice, is where 
he was beset by the multitude so that he could 
not so much as eat bread, and his friends thinking 
he was beside himself sent unto him calling him. 
The multitude that sat about him said to him, 
‘Behold thy mother and thy brethren without 
seek thee.’ He answered them, saying, ‘ Who is 
my mother or my brethren ?’ and looking round 


‘on his disciples said, ‘Behold my mother and my 


brethren ; for whoever shall do the will of God, 
the same is my brother and my sister and my 
mother.’ He denied the natural family relation. 
and confessed the family relation of heaven.— 
Mary’s maternal solicitude was pierced again ; and 
if there was any exclusiveness inher affection 
for him, it must have suffered keenly. He made 








no distinction in her favor, but loved as his mo- 
ther and brethren those who did the will of Ged. 
He was at home in the society of his disciples, 
and did not want the specialities of mere natural 
tenderness. 

There is a significance of the same kind in what 
he said to her on the cross. * Woman, behold thy 
son,’—meaning John: which was as if he had said, 


| ‘Do not cling to me, but adopt another son; let the 


natural relation die.’ In obeying this last advice, 
it is to be supposed that she came into full sym- 
pathy with Christ, in respect to spiritual and 
natural claims, and ceased to suffer from the cru- 
cifixion of her affection. 





Eastern Politics. 

A friend who has been non-committal in respect 
to the eastern war, comes out at length and says 
on the whole he isin favor of Turkey, and gives 
the following reasons: First, that Turkey’s pos- 
session of Palestine has saved Christendom a 
great deal of foolishness, and it is better that she 
should keep possession of it, than that the Ro- 
man Catholic church, or a church so much akin 
to it as the Greek, should have a chance to impose 
on mankind with their, superstitions in  refer- 
Christ would rather have 
Palestine desecrated and profined by infidels than 
to have it worshipped—and it would have been 


ence to that locality. 


one of the idols of Christendom if it had not been 
taken away and given to the Turks. 

In the second place, there is reason to believe 
that at present Russia is dealing more unreason- 
ably with the Jews than Turkey is. The Czar 
has lately been extorting large sums of money 
from them. Poland coutains the greatest settle 
ment of Jews there is in the world, and that 
country has been particularly abused by Russia. 

Thirdly, Russia is aiming at universal dominion, 
and the possession of Constantinople would be a 
But that, in an im- 
portant sense, is an attempt to raise opposition 


strong movement toward it. 


to Christ, because universal empire now belongs 
to him. He commenced reigning at the destruc- 
The dissolution of the Roman 
empire followed right on after that ; and that 
closed up the game of universal dominion so far 
as the kings and conquerors of this world are 
concerned. Kyery attempt that has been made 
since has failed. Napoleon aimed at it, and no 
man could have had better qualifications for sue- 
cess, but he failed; and now the very power that 
prevented him, is bent on the same scheme, and 
destined certainly to the same disappointment. 


tion of Jerusalem. 


New York. 

By the fire of last Saturday, sixteen buildings, 
including Harpers’, were destroyed. The total 
loss is set down at $1,500,000, that of the Harpers 
being estimated at $1,250,000, with about $250,000 
insured. ‘The fire originated by a man throwing 
a burning match—which he had used to light a 
lamp—into a vessel containing camphene, suppos- 
ing it to be water. The loss of property is sus- 
tained mainly by those able to bear it. 

The publishing operations of the Harpers are 
greatly deranged ; but it is expected that they will 
soon commence again, as they are still able to 
continue publishing. Their stereotyped plates 
were saved; but the works in process of publica- 
tion were mostly destroyed. Possibly the litera- 
ture of the country may be benefited by this 
expurgation. The Magazine for January was con- 
sumed, the last sheets being on the press at the 
time; so that the No. will have to be entirely re- 
Thirty-four power presses were also 





The Fire in 


produced. 
destroyed. 

Among the buildings burned was the Walton 
House, of revolutionary memory, which was built 
for a private residence by an aristocratic English- 
man, more than a hundred years ago—in 1754, it 
is stated—and has lately been occupied as a lodg- 
ing house for emigrants. 





Brotherhood in Business. 

The case of the Harpers, like that of the Roths- 
childs, affords a striking illustration of the advan- 
tages of unity, or association cemented by ties of 
family affection. The Rothschilds, who rule Eu- 
rope by their money-power, consist of a family of 
brothers. The Harpers, who had raised their es- 
tablishment from a small beginning tu the very 
foremost place in the publishing world, and who 
bore last Saturday the loss of a million without 
breaking, are also a family of brothers. The names 
of the firm are, James, Joseph W., John and 
Fletcher Harper. 





Ga The New York Anti-slavery Society, 
have made arrangements for a weekly course of 
Anti-slavery lectures to be delivered in this city; 
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beginning Dee. 13, and closing March 7. 


have engaged a fine corps of lecturers, embracing 
some of the first minds in the country, whose 
Hon. | 


names are as follows: Hon. John P. Hale; 
John G. Palfrey ; Hon Joshua R. Giddings; Mr. 
©. Lenox Remond ; John Jay Esq.; Rev. Henry 
Ward Beecher; Miss Lucy Stone; Horace Gree- 
ley; Rev. William H. Furness ; Wim. 

rison; Rev. Theodore Parker; Wende 
Ralph Waldo Emerson. 

John Mitehel and Thomas Francis Meagher, 
the Irish patriots, are about starting a weekly | 
paper in New York, devoted to * Literature, 
Politics, and whatever ome ‘s to the freedom | 


The first No. 
Saturday, the | 


and well-being of our land.’ 
wil! be issued, we understand, on 
31st of the present month. 

a 6? 


Government Contracts in Russia. 


A certain quantity of well-seasoned oak being | 
required, government issues tenders for the supply 
of the requisite amount. A number of contract- 
ors submit their tenders to a board appointed for 
the purpose of receiving them, who are regulated | 
in their choice of a contract, not by the amount 
of his tender, but of his bribe. The fortunate 
individual selected immediately sub-contracts up- | 
ona somewhat similar principle. Arranging to 
be supplied with timber for half the amount of 
his tender, the sub-contractor carries on the game, 
and perhaps the eighth link in this contracting 
chain is the man who, for an absurdly low figure, 
undertakes to produce the seasoned wood. “Tis 
agents in the central provinces, accordingly, float 
a quantity of green pines and fir sdown the Dnie “per 
and Bog to Nicholaeffi, which are duly handed up 
to the head contractor, each man pocketing the 


difference between his contract and that of his | 


neighbor. When the wood is produced before 
the board appointed to inspect it, another bribe 
seasons it, and the government. after paying the 
price of well seasoned oak, is surprised that the 
120 gun ship which has been built of it, is unfit 
for service in five years.— Evening Post. 


So it appears that the government is the suf- 
fering party in Russia. But is not the same game 
carried on in every selfish government? Is that 
of the United States an exception? And is not 
this principle, which looks so knavish in the Rus- 
soul of business traffic every 
Here is a person who wishes 
The natural 


sians, the very 
where? Let us see. 
to purchase cloth for a garment. 
would be to contract with 

But the grah-game of selfishness 


way the manufac- 
turer. 
arranged, that the individual who wishes for the 
cloth cannot get 
through sub-contractors in the character of mer- 
The purchaser must go to the retail mer- 
The retailer goes 


s¢ 


oS 


1S 


at the manufacturer except 
chants. 
chant to contract for his cloth. 
to the jobbing merchant, contracts for the cloth 
at a less price, and pockets the difference. Next 
the jobber contracts with the commission-mer- 
chant, pocketing the difference ; and so on till the 
manufacturer is reached through some four sub- 
contractors. 
The truth is, 
everywhere, and the only difference is in the man- 
ner of the game. 
all selfishness, is the only remedy for the evil. 


selfishness is the same in essence 


Communism, which abolishes 


= a 
Importance of Insurance. 

In the Catechism which we published in 1851, 
relating to the doctrines and history of the Oneida 
Association, (which catechism is also republished, 
with additions, in our late pamphlet on Bible Com- 
munism,) the following questions and answers 
occur: 

*@—Are your views like those of Wesley ? 

*4,—Quite different. We believe in the ‘New 
Covenant,’ which enlists soldiers for life; o1 
other words, for perpetual holiness. 

“Q.—Have you any affinity with the Oberlin 
Perfectionists ? 

*4.—Very little: they follow Wesley.” 

This brief hint of the issue between our faith 
and that of the Wesleyans and Oberlinites may 
be made intelligible to those who are not particu- 
larly acquainted with the ‘old wars’ of Perfec- 
tionism. by reading the following extract from 
an article on Oberlin views, which we published 
in 1845. 

The Oberlin brethren ‘do not think 
it important to settle the question’ wheth- 
er there is any such thing as permanent 
sanctification in this life. We differ 
from them on this point.—It seems to us 
quite important that we should know 
how far the provisions of the gospel ex- 
tend, and what are the proper limits of 
our hopes in seeking holiness. They in- 
sist that the promises of bare present 


= 
— 


They | Now if freedom from sin for one minute 
certainly the same 
" 


is a great blessing, 


© 
c 


freedom enjoyed for two minutes 1s 
‘blessing twice as great ; 
ja lifetime, is as many times greater 


there are minutes in that lifetime. 


Lloyd Gar- | 
ll Phillips; /S8Y therefore that it is important to know | 


but | porary blessings, teads us to suspect that | that their belief is not the mere offspring 


ithat we may be saved from sin, 


not important to know that we may 


and enjoyed for 
as 


To 


gels, like Adam. We cannot help 
doubting the possibility of bona fide rest 
in such circumstances. And even if it 
were possible, what right has a man torest, 
while he is in doubt whether he shall not 
plunge into the hell of sin the next mo- 
ment? Our own experience in legal tem- 





|the ‘sweet and glorious rest’ of the Ober- 





wheel. but which, not being heard dis- 
tinctly, or only some part ot it, has been 
perverted; and thus the truth of God 
has been changed into a lie, and mon- 
strous delusions have been the result. 
The faith of the Milleritesis an apt 
illustration. We have sufficient evidence 





| of their own intellects or imaginati 


Ons; 


‘be saved from sin permanently, is very | jlin brethren, has a worm at the root of| but that it has a spiritual basis, lying deep 


absurd. 
| 


self. Let look at this 
‘in the light of a few examples. 


us 


jis offered possession of an estate. Accor- | glorious rest.’ 
ding to the Oberlin view, the bare hope| them, the apostle says they are not ‘ made 
‘of possession is a momentous matter to! perfect in love ;’ 
him, but it is not important that he) ‘round to the conclusion that their per- 


‘should know whether he is to have the | 


land in fee simple, or only for a term of | and that they do well not to profess a 


years, or whether he is to expect to be 
ej Again, a man 


ected within a few days. 


lis sick, It is important, say the Oberlin 
teachers, 
of temporary cure, but it is not important 


| 
'that he should seek out a medicine and 


‘system of diet which will insure him per- 
We may fairly try the 
‘principle in question by carrying it into 
The Oberlin doctrine amounts 


imanent health. 





j heaven. 
to this: It is important that we should 
lexpect to get to heaven, but not impor- 
tant that we should have any certainty 
We know 
not a promise to the inhabitants of heaven 
greater than that of ‘ 
and this very promise is given to believers 
in this world. When it is said that the 
righteous shall go away into ‘everlasting 
life,’ (Matt. 25: 46,) it seems not alto- 
gether unimportant to determine whether 
is to be taken as in 


of staying there permanently! 


verlasting lite;’ 


the word ‘everlasting’ 
And in like manner, when it is 
‘God hath given to us eternal 
11,) and that ‘he that 
and shall 


earnest, 

said that 
life,’ (1 John 5: 
believeth hath everlasting life, 


from death unto life,’ (John 5: 24,) we 
feel some interest in the question whether 
this ‘ everlasting life’ is endless like that 
of heaven, or only a blessing that may be 
lost as soon as it is won. For the honor 
of God, we want to know whether the in- 
carnation and sacrifice of his Son has 
purchased for his saints no more security 
of holiness than the lost angels, and Adam, 
and Zachariah had; whether the new cov- 
is established on no ‘ better prom- 
ises’ than the old one. For the benefit 


of our own souls, we want to know whether 


enant 


our hope-anchor is ‘sure and steadfast,’ 
with its flukes buried in the solid ground 
‘within the veil,’ or whether it may fail 
us in some storm ana leave us to drift im- 
to perdition; whether we may reasonably 
expect in this life, to be ‘rooted and 
grounded to be ‘established in 
faith,’ to be ‘preserved blameless’ in body, 
soul and spirit till the manifestation of 
Christ. As the attractive value of any 
blessing is compounded of its magnitude 
and duration,it strikes us that the blessing 
of permanent holiness, considered as an 
object of desire, and a motive of effort, 
has an immense advantage over any mod- 
jfication of holiness that has no insurance. 
It is difficult for us to see how persons 
can be brought into a state of ‘sweet and 
glorious rest,’ (as the Oberlin brethren 
say they have been,) while they have a 
consciousness of nothing but uninsured 
freedom from sin, and must necessarily 


love,’ 


It makes the multiple of a 
‘unit less important than the unit it- | to fe ar; and we verily believe they do! repeated disappointments which they have 


absurdity | fear, 
A man | torment,’ 


that he should find the mez ans | be consummated till God is seen to be 


not come into condemnation, but is passed | 


i it—namely, fear. They certainly ought 


‘hath 
‘sweet and 


that fear which 
in the midst of their 


If this is the 


even with 
‘ase with 
and thus we are brought 
| fection after all, 


is no perfection at all, 


i vation from sin. The truth is, that mar- 


| riage of the soul to God which abolishes | 


/sin and perfects love, is not and cannot 


| strong enough and good enough to give 
He 


our whole heart till 


us everlasting holiness. cannot draw 
from us the tribute of 
he has placed us where there is no fear. 
Security, being thus essential to the very 
ot 
whether it is provided for in the gospel, 
and the Oberlin breth- 
ren, in professing indifference in regard to 


existence perfect love, the question 


is all-important ; 


it, show that their Perfectionism is very 
allow. 


re ED 6 re 


é Take heed how ve Heav. 
Home-Talk by J. 11. N. 

‘Faith cometh by hearing, 
ing by the word of God.’ Faith 
effect of hearing the voice of God—that 
spiritual voice which speaketh from heav- 
en, to which the Bible is a minister. The 
different degrees of faith are the result 
of the greater or Jess distinctness with 
It may be 
A person speaking to 


and hear- 
is the 


which that voice is heard. 
illustrated thus : 
assemblage will be heard distinctly 





a large 
hy the circle which immediately surrounds 
him; little distance ; 
and as the sound recedes from the center 
confused murmur, 
aword to the 


less so by those at a 
it becomes merely a 
conveying only here and there 
outer-most circle, making an impression 
on the sense but not reaching the under- 
The inner circle hear and un- 
but the outer, while 


standing, 
derstand the word ; 


they are awar e that it is the voice of God 
speaking, receive only enough of the 


message to excite their own imaginations, 
which immediately set to work to complete 
the outlines and connect together the 
broken fragments in a theory to suit 
This is the history of most 
Since 


themselves. 
of the faith of the present day. 
the destruction of Jerusalem at the Sec- 
ond Coming, the voice of God has been 
sounding, but the world has so far receded 
from the spiritual center that it hears 
only a faint murmur: and its theories are 
the distorted fruit of human wisdom, 
though ascribed to God. It is a faith 
having a true basis, inasmuch as it comes 
by hearing the voice of God, as the sol- 
diers who accompanied Paul to Damascus 
heard a voice but knew not the words 
spoken; but it is not by any means ne- 
cessarily saving faith, for it does not 
reach the understanding, and is therefore 
not a true guide. If we examine the re- 
ligious fanaticisms which have appeared 
in the world from time to time, we shall 
find that they have originated from some 


in their very souls. If it were not so, the 
met, as to the time of Christ’s coming, 
would have driven them to abandon their 
and merely intellectual errors 
would have vanished before demonstra- 
Whereas, from each defeat they 
have risen with perfect elasticity of heart 


theory; 
tion. 


and hope, and again and again have set 
This 
proves that their faith has a spiritual 
They hear the same voice which 
we have heard, that God is coming into 
the world and the day of judgment is at 
hand; but to them the voice is not near 
enough to save them from the delusions 
The doctrine 
of holiness of heart, as a preparation for 
that great day, is the main subject of in- 
in that world from whence this 
But with the Millerites 
it is only a secondary matter. Again, 
they the testimony of the 
Primitive church as to the time of the 
fulfillment of the predictions about the 
They take the apos- 
tles’ own words from their mouths, and 
apply them to themselves; thus showing 
that they have not heard distinctly the 
words which God has spoken, 

Many ave in the same state as the Jews 
were before Christ’s coming at the de- 
struction of Jerusalem. The belief that 
the Messiah was coming was not confined 
to the church: it pervaded the whole 
The voice was sounding 
through all that age, and even when the 
Romans shut them in to their devoted 
city, it rung louder and louder in their 
ears. But because they built upon it a 
false theory of their own, their hopes 
were blasted and they were in eftect left 
It is said of those who 
that 
God will send them strong delusion that 
they should believe a lie, that they might 
be damned. This we see would be the 
natural result of getting some spiritual 
truth for a basis of faith, and building 
upon that theories of human wisdom, 


forward the day of his coming. 


basis. 


of their own imagination. 


terest 


voice proceeds, 


contradict 


Second Coming. 


Jewish people. 


to ‘ believe a lie.’ 
receive not the love of the truth, 


We are safe only in patiently waiting 
for the whole message of God; not ad- 
ding thereto by our own imagination, 
nor, when we have heard what we like, 
running away and leaving the rest. The 
Fourierists appear to be in this predica- 
ment. The voice of God proclaims that 
the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from 
all sin; that men plunged in that blood 
will be cleansed from all sin; and that 
as the result of this spiritual renovation, 
intellectual, moral and physical beauty 
will at length be developed in unlimited 
perfection, and all the riches and glory of 
nature will bless and beautify the harmo- 
nious family of man. The first part of 
this message makes no impression upon 
them; but as persons of taste and re- 
finement, and believers in the reforma- 
tion of society, they seize upon the last, 
and attempt to realize it, without laying 
the foundation of union with Christ. 











victory over sin are exceedingly precious. 


fear that they shall fall like the lost an- 





spiritual truth which the voice of God has 


Thus, there are two ways to geta 
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false faith. One is, to hear the voice of 
God only as a faint murmur, leaving it to 
the imagination to supply the sense: and 
another is, to attend only to that part 
which interests us, despising the rest. 
We should quietly wait to hear the whole 
message of God, and then act upon the 
whole. Though people are apt to think 
that God speaks so low that they cannot 
hear him, yet there is no more difficulty 
in hearing his voice distinctly than in 
hearing that of a fellow-man. 





Victory over Sensuality. 
Home-Talk, by J. H. N. 

We are living here in an atmosphere 
of intense sensuality—perhaps as in- 
tense as in any place on the face of the 
earth ; and we make progress in our 
course of becoming spiritual and refined 
beings, fit for the society of heaven, only 
as we prevail against the caneinlity that 
surrounds us. 

In this warfare, let us remember that 
we are dealing with a principality of evil, 
which must be conquered before we can 
expect permanent peace. We might set 
our faces against drinking liquor, or tea 
and coffee, or against eating too much or 
too little, or against eating particular 
things: but all this would ouly be resis- 
ting specific manifestations of evil, and 
not ‘laying the axe at the root.’ It 
will avail little or nothing to achieve par- 
tial victories over this and that form ot 
evil; and we should, therefore, seek a com- 
plete victory over the generic element of 
sensuality. 

Back of all external action, there is ¢ 
certain life which our attention should be 
fastened upon—a life that is crucified 
with Christ. Paul calls it ‘the old man.’ 
And this certain something, which the 
apostle calls ‘the old man,’ is the generic 
principality that is the foundation of all 
intemperance ; it represents ihe whole 
carnal corporation that men belong to 
before they believe in Christ. It is the 
same thing that the apostle elsewhere calls 
‘the flesh” If we desire to get at the 
seat of evil, we must call off attention 
from specifics, and fix it upon that great 
generalization called ‘the old man’ and 
“the flesh,’ and which is crucified with 
Christ. All that is required to insure 
a perfect victory, not only over the vari- 
ous manifestations of inordinate alimen- 
tiveness, but over every form of evil, is 
the right and thorough application of the 
crucifixion of Christ. This will be effect- 
ed by identifying ourselves with Christ, 
by ‘knowing him and the power of his 
resurrection,’ by coming into such a part- 
nership that we can each of us use the 
pronoun we in connection with him—so 
that we realize that we are not individu- 
ally fighting the battle with evil, but in 
connection with Christ. When indi- 
viduals can say we, in view of their unity 
with Christ, then the death and resur- 
‘rection of Christ is available to them.— 
Let us not strive and struggle to gain 
personal victories; but seek a partion 
where we can say we, i.e., Christ and I; 
and then ascertain what we want to do. 
What Christ and I together want to do, 
we shall do ; but what I alone wish to do, 
will not necessarily come to pass, 





The Language of Unbelief and of Faith. 
The worst enemy of improvement, of 
intellectual and spiritual activity, and of 
progress in all directions, is the spirit ot 
unbelief, which finds its natural expres- 





sion in the language, ‘I can’t be this, or 
I can’t do that.’ This spirit of unbelief 
leads one to reason from unsuccessful 
efforts in the past, and from the impo- 
tency of the natural man, instead of 
reasoning from faith and from the 
fact that the mighty power of God is 
within the reach of all. This spirit pro- 
ceeds from ‘the flesh,’ ‘the old man,’ 
which the apostle declares is crucified 
with Christ; and not from ‘ the new man 
which is created in Christ Jesus unto 
holiness.’ The 
man’—of that 


righteousness and true 
language of ‘the new 
part of every individual which lives by 
faith and in communication with Christ 
‘T can do all things” It 
recognizes no such sentiment as ‘J can’t.’ 
‘All things are possible to him that be- 
lieveth.” By faith believers are united 
to Christ—put into communication with 
Omnipotence, with the life that is NEVER 
but always enthu- 


and heaven, is, 


WEARY in well-doing, 
siastic for improvement—with the life 
that never looks backward, but ever 
presses forward, eager to discover truth, 
and delighted in searching for it as for a 
hidden treasure. 


nonce vitinne 
Christ’s Sincerity. 

When Christ began to give repentance 
to men, as was witnessed on the day of 
Pentecost and afterwards, he entered up- 
on a higher sphere of action than when 
he was performing miracles upon the 
bodies of men, ‘He was exalted,’ said 
Peter, ‘ to give repentance to Israel.’ His 
healing the lepers, giving sight to the 
blind, &c., was comparatively a superficial 
work. He did not in those acts reach the 
hearts of men— did not give life to their 
souls in any effectual way. It was on the 
day of Pentecost that he reached the 
hearts of men. He had previously been 
fighting towards this result, and had con- 
quered, we may say, the outposts of the 
enemy; but now the city was taken; and 
the citadel of evil fell. 

It is a blessed trait in Christ’s charac- 
ter, that he did not glory in the miracles 
he performed, and did not place much 
value upon them. He said to his disci- 
ples, chey returned flushed with 
success in their operations against de- 


when 


mons—‘ Nevertheless in this rejoice not, 
bnt rather rejoice that your names are 
written in heaven.’ If he had surrender- 
ed himself to self-glorification, on account 
of his wonderful works, he would have 
become a charlatan. There is great sat- 
isfaction in seeing that Christ’s character 
was sound—that he was a thorough rad- 
icalist—determined not to be beguiled, 
nor frightened from his purpose to pursue 
the devil into his innermost sanctuary. 
Peter would have had him settle down in 
good style as an M. D. or D. D., and not 
go up to Jerusalem and die. (See Matt. 
16; 21—23.) But he ignored all opportu- 
nities to glorify himself, would not heark- 
en for a moment to the offer made him 
of becoming a king, marched up to the 
cross and died as a felon; not in the spirit 
of bravado or supererogation, ‘but be- 
cause he saw it was necessary, in order 
to take the citadel of the enemy—to 
pierce the heart of evil. ‘ Now,’ said he, 
‘is the judgment of this world; now shall 
the prince of this world be cast out.’ He 
had studied his moves, and was not 
to be beguiled from a true understanding 
of the game. He knew that his death 


>| words: 





would be a check-mate to the powers of 


evil, just as oily as a chess player 
may know that by sacrificing his queen, | 
he can check-mate in the next move | 
with a pawn. And though there y was 
every thing to tempt him to refuse the | 





sacrifice, and the result was|; 
| 


as he anticipated. | 


he made it; 


viiamip ining italy 

Tn the Constitution of the § Sandwich Islands | 
the first article reads as follows: ‘It is our 
fixed decree, 1, That no law shall be enacted | 
which is at variance with the word of the Lord | 
Jehovah, or at variance with the general spirit | 
of his word. All laws of the island shall be in 
consistency with the general spirit of God’s| 
law.”? See Wilke’s Narrative, page 22, Vol. | 
IV. Here is the ‘ Higher Law’: boldly pro-| 
claimed as the fundamental law of the land.— 
c ‘orresponde nce of the N. ¥. Tribune. 

Se oa 
Kossuth on the Eastern Question. 

Kossuth, in a late letter to the Lord Mayor of | 
Glasgow, after alluding to the course England has 
pursued, speaks as follows of the Eastern Ques- 


tion: 

The fallacies of this false situation are resulting 
from the want of sufficient reflection upon the real 
nature of the struggle between Turkey and Russia. 
The Holy Shrines, the Greek Church, the asylum 
afforded to Hungarian and Polish exiles, the wound- 
ed personal dignity of the Czar, and al] petty con- 
siderations of a similar kind, have nothing in the 
world to do with the pending contest : and there- 
fore, no arrangements upon such petty grounds 
can settle it. The real motive of the contest is 
the necessary consequence of the position of Rus- 
sia, and of all that agglomeration of events which 
were heaped up in the lapse of more than a hun- 
dred and fifty years. * 

The whole matter may be ater in ia few 
Russia, being a great continental power, 
must desire to become likewise a great maritime 
power; and this she can only become either by 
conquering Constantinople, or by establishing, in 
the way of treaties, a predominance, if not a pro- 
tectorate over the Turkish Empire. That is the 
question at issue. But no man can doubt that if 

tussia, in addition to her continental strength, 
grows likewise a great maritime power, really the 
mistress of the world, and even the greatest of 
the other European powers will soon see itself 
reduced to the position in which now Austria 
stands to Russia. Moreover, nobody can doubt 
that any patching up of the present question, 
without raising a real barrier to the dangerous 
encroachments of Russia upon, not Turkey alone, 
but upon Europe in general, would be no settle- 
ment, no security of real peace, but only the en- 
deayors of Mrs. Partington to stem the sea with 
her mop. 





A New Tueory or Spirit Raprincs.—We find 
in the Presse, of Paris, a letter from M. Vicror 
Henneaviy, in which he puts forth an entirely 
novel theory of the puzzle known as spiritual rap- 
pings. M. Hennequin was formerly one of the 
many able writers who at Paris defended the so- 
cial doctrines of Fourier, and in the year 1850, was 
chosen a member of the Legislative Assembly of 
France, in which capacity, however, he did not 
distinguish himself. His abilities were rather 
those of a scientific teacher than of a legislator and 
debater. We judge that he has now become in- 
sane. The following extract from the letter in 
question is very curious. 

“The earth has long been ina state of degener- 
acy. ‘The incoherence of its industry, the wretch- 
edness of its laborers, its cruelties and debauch- 
eries, determine the fate of the souls that surround 
its orb, and permit only pernicious vapors to 
ascend to the sun, the soul of our system. The 
sun can not maintain his lights, the deficiencies 
of which appear to us as spots—he cannot get 
rid of the corrupted carcass of the moon, nor give 
the earth the four satellites which it needs, and 
which now by a beneficent order of the Creator 
should be increased even to five. ‘The planets of 
the system haye been long discontented with this 
order, and hence, the earth-soul has received the 
rays of inspiration, which prepare it for a light- 
soul, in order to give the human race the means of 
organizing universal harmony. The earth-soul, 
which is still young and inexperienced, was drawn 
by an intrigue, about which it has conversed with 
me, and accordingly centuries have passed away 
without profit. At last, it adapted the rays of 
inspiration to the soul of Charles Fourier, an hon- 
est, but limited soul, and one which did not un- 
derstand itself. From this error, arose the Fouri- 
erist system, heavenly in some parts, immoral or 
absurd in many others. ‘The earth was ready to 
be destroyed, when a new reprieve was granted to 
it. It has availed (the Spiritual Rappings) to 
many persons, and to myself and also my wife, a 
stream of influence, under the inspiration of which 
I might compose the work entitled, Let us save 
the human race.”—Tribune. 





The Spirit Rapping Case in Cleveland. * 
From the Cleveland Piaindealer, Dec. 3. 


The case of Dr. Underhill vs. Dwight Jarvis, for 
libel, which has been occupying the Court of Com- 
mon Pleas for several days, has awakened a geveral 
interest in our city among all classes, and among 
spiritualists and the regular orthodox churches in 
particular. 

The defendant charged plaintiff with being a ‘ dis- 
turber of religious worship, and a contaminator of 
public morals,’ because, in conipany with a medium 





the plaintiff visited St. Timothy’s church, Massillon, 


and during the sermon the well known ‘spirit rap- 
pings’ were heard, which occasioned a disturbance. 
| It was rot claimed that plaintiff made or instigated 
the raps, nor that the medium had any voluntary 
agency in their production, but that the presence of 
the medium with her spiritual friends, the plain- 
tiff among the number, was the cause of the sounds 
| being heard at that particular time and place. It 
in fact became a question for the court and jury to 
determine, whether ‘ mediums,’ through whom these 
sounds purported to be made by deps arted spirits, are 
to be allowed in orthodox assemblies; and incidental 
to this the question arose, ‘What are orthodox as- 
semblies?? This being the first case of the kind in 
the history of American jurisprudence, where such 
| an issue has bee on tried, it most naturally excited a 
deep interest between the sects named, and filled 
the court-house to overflowing. 

It was not proved that Dr. Underhill designedly 
went to St. Timothy’s church to make a distur banee, 
but it was proved that incidentally, while there in 
company with a medium, a young lady under his 
charge, a disturbance did take place in consequence 
of § knockings’ attendant on said medium. It was 
j admitted the medium did not make, nor could she 
| prevent, the ‘ knockings,’ and the question seemed 
| to turn upon a matter of duty, es to whether the 

said medium and friends, under such circumstances, 
ought or ought not to have left the church. 

Mr. D. R. Tilden, one of the plaintiffs counsel, 
took the ground that the phenomena witnessed there 
were ‘ spiritual,’ and that the pl sintiff was not to be 
held responsible for what the spirits did; that the 
‘disturbers,’ and ‘contaminators of public morals,’ 
were beings of another world, and the defendant 
must change the venue, and bring his action there, 
if he wanted to reach the culprits in the case. He 
avowed himself a partial believer in the spiritual 
theory, and claimed for it respect rather than the 
ridicule with which the churches seemed to treat it. 
He said there were many things new and marvelous 
in it—things he could not comprehend; but that 
was no reason for him why it should be discarded. 
He said the orthodox faith contained historical inci- 
dents ten times more marvelous, incomprehensible: 
and impossible of belief, than anything as yet found 
in the spiritual theory. He instanced the dialogue 
between Balaam and his Ass, the physical impossi- 
*| bility of the literal fulfilment of Joshua’s command 
upon the sun and moon to ‘stand still,’ &¢., &e., 
items in the orthodox faith, wonderful iftrue. He 
said the author of this libel believed all this, yea 
more ; that among all the churches of the earth, St. 
Timothy, the Episcopal church to which he, Dwight 
Jarvis, belonged, was the only true chureh; that 
the Bishop of the diocess, by apostolic succession 
from Peter, had the only keys to heaven; and it 
was his duty to put down spiritualism, by slander- 
ing its advocates, or in any other way, because there 
was no warrant found for it in the printed prayers 
and preachings of the church of England. He 
claimed that this new theory had got to combat the 
prejudices of the age, and particularly the perse- 
cutions of the church. Every newly discovered 
truth has had to do this, from Copernicus down to 
the present time; but he warned ‘ fogydom’ to learn 
wisdom from the past, and not carry their opposition 
too far. He thought he saw a necessity for the spir- 
itual theory—the old orthodox creeds, what there 

was left of them, had failed to convert but a small 
part of the world, and of that part nine tenths doubt 
the existence of a hereafter atall. Religion, too, 
had become so expensive that poor people could not 
afford to be saved by the ordinary means of grace, 
i.e., going tochurch. He would as soon think of 
breaking into Windsor Castle as getting into the 
Episcopal and Presbyterian churches of this city. 

The Hon. R. P. Spaulding followed Mr. Tilden on 
the same side, and in much the same line of argu- 
ment, making first his avowals of faith in the new 
theory, or rather his want of faith in the old ortho- 
dox ereeds. He said Aristotle, the Grecian philoso- 
pher, some two hundred years before Christ was 
born, promulgated the doctrine that there was only 
one living and true God. For this heresy he was 
tried and condemned to death. Christ afterwards, 
for preaching the same doctrine, was crucified be- 
tween two thieves. The unpopularity of a new the- 
ory was no evidence of its want of truth. Take the 
Bible account of the flood—Noah contended against 
the whole antediluvian world, that the deluge was at 
hand, and he alone had faith to prepare for it. It 
is true that spiritualism is yet largely in the minor- 
ity, but its adherents are multiplying with the most 
astonishing rapidity. not only in this, but in the 
old country. It is the only theory that gives us any 
tangibie evidence of a future state, or indicates the 
condition of departed spirits in another world. The 
evidences of the truth of this theory thickened around 
usin every form. The believers are, many of them, 
among the best minds of the country, distinguished 
alike for their learning and integrity. They believe 
because they cannot help believing, when the facts 
and phenomena are placed before them. They have 
a right to believe, and to enjoy the full privileges of 
their belief, the same as adherents to any other 
faith. Their advocates are entitled to the protection 
of our laws against the slanders of their opponents, 
and it will not answer to come into court and say 
they are sorcerers, whoremongers, and ‘ contamina- 
tors of the public morals,’ because they believe in 
‘ spirit-rappings,’ and do not endorse the dogmas of 
our faith. We quote the substance, not the words, 
of Mr. Spaulding’s address, which was pointed and 
eloquent throughout. 

The Hou. D. K. Carter closed on the part of the 
defense with one of his characteristic speeches, ridi- 
culing to the bitter end all claims of spiritualism, 
and often bringing down the house with the elo- 
quence of his peculiar wit. He defended the chur- 
ches in their rights to worship God as they pleased, 
and claimed that they should be unmolested hy 
spirits in or out of the flesh. He did not deny the 
right of spirits to rap, but they must do so at the 
proper time and place. 

The case was submitted at 11 A.M. on Friday. 
We fear the question will still remain an open one, 
as to how far ‘ mediums’ can be held responsible for 
those involuntary ungovernable sounds called ‘ raps,’ 
when they occur to the annoyance of the established 
churches. Are courts an‘ juries so far converted to 
the new theory as not to infer intention and design 
whenever the raps occur ? 

We understand the Jury in this case has been dis- 
charged, being unable to agree. So we are to have 
splits in juries as well as in churches, on this mys- 
terious topic. 
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